
Mathematics: Algebra I Ms. Fazzari 
September, 2017    afazzari@ohsd.net 

           360-279-5562 
  

Syllabus  
 
Welcome to a great year at North Whidbey Middle School! I am very excited to serve as your 
math instructor for the 2017-2018 academic year. Please read this syllabus carefully so that 
policies and expectations are clear for all classroom procedures. 
 
Course Description: Algebra I includes simplifying and evaluating expressions, solving linear 
and quadratic equations, manipulating expressions with integer exponents, problem solving and 
graphing on the Cartesian coordinate plane. Students will learn to solve linear systems of 
equations and inequalities by hand and using technology. Students will be introduced to the use 
of the graphing calculator and some introductory coding. 
 
RESPECT 
I have only one classroom rule: Respect.  
Each student is expected to: 

● Respect the teacher through proper communication, active listening and cooperation. 
● Respect classmates through language, tone of voice and attitude. I have no tolerance for 

profanity, bullying or belittling of others in any way in the class setting. Even if I see this 
around or outside the classroom during passing periods, I will address disrespectful 
behavior. I expect students to encourage and celebrate one another at all times. 

● Respect the classroom and the school by having distractions put away such as cell 
phones, iPods, iPads, food and drinks. This is your warning! The first time I see any 
distracting items, I take them to the end of the school day. Desks, chairs, and any other 
materials distributed in the classroom are to be used properly and kept clean. Act as a 
liaison for the school through your impeccable behavior! 

● Respect the environment. Papers should be recycled, even if they are crumpled. Trash 
must be walked to the trash can and disposed correctly. 

● Respect your education. Try your best on every task and ask for help when you need it. 
Work hard. Offer suggestions for improving the learning environment instead of acting 
frustrated with tasks or activities. Come prepared to learn and be present for the entire 
class period, from start to end. That means get here on time and stay involved until the 
bell rings! 

● Respect yourself. Make sure to take care of yourself by getting enough sleep at night and 
eating a healthy breakfast in the morning, especially on test days. Keep internal dialogue 
positive. You are the master of your thoughts, so dwell on the good things that you want 
to achieve. 

Remember to be respectful in all your actions!! ☺ 
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Consequences 
If behavior is less than respectful, I will discuss individual consequences with the student. 
Consequences may include time in the hallway, a new seating arrangement, or a written 
improvement plan for behavior. I do my best to keep the consequences simple and fair. If a 
student ever feels that a consequence is unfair, I am happy to conference with the student outside 
of class time. 

 
Grading 
Grades will be based upon two categories, Daily Work (homework and classwork) and 
Assessments (tests, quizzes, weekly work and projects). Each unit will include one quiz and one 
test. Projects will be intermittent, as time permits. A cumulative final exam will be given at the 
end of each semester. 
 
 

Category Percentage of overall 
grade 

Daily Work 10% 
Assessments 75% 
Final Exam 15% 

 
Grades will be assigned according to the following percentages: 
 
A+ 98%-100% A 94%-97.9% A- 90%-93.9% 
B+ 88%-89.9% B 84%-87.9% B- 80%-83.9% 

C 70%-79% 
D 60%-69% 
F 0%-59% 

 
Algebra I is a high school level course that we offer to those students who excel in mathematics. 
A student who earns a grade below 80% at the end of first quarter risks being moved into Course 
3 to ensure student success. The student will then have the opportunity to retake Algebra I the 
following year.  
 
Grade Reporting 
Students and parents can check grades at any time online through Skyward. You will find the 
link to Skyward on the school’s web page. If you try to access Skyward through a search engine 
instead of the school’s web site, it will not let you log in properly. 
 
*Please note a star in the grade book indicates a grade that has not yet been entered; therefore, it does not count 
against the student’s grade. I often post assignments in advance on Skyward so students may refer to them. 
Homework grades are updated by the end of each week. 
 
 
 
  



Grade Replacement 
Any higher stakes test can replace the grades on quizzes and lower stakes tests, so long as the 
replacement helps your grade and covers the same material.  

 
For example, Test 1 may replace your first Quiz grade if the grade earned on the test is better 
than the grade earned on the quiz. This means that the midterm can replace every single test and 
quiz grade if you can score better on the midterm than any of your tests and quizzes. It is your 
job to master any and all material before the midterm at the end of the semester. It will show me 
that you learned the material. Thanks to grade replacement, scoring low on one exam or quiz will 
not permanently lower your grade or cause you to fail the class. That grade will simply be 
replaced with a higher stakes test grade or the grade you earn on the midterm. However, 
remember that even a low grade on a test or quiz offers you a learning opportunity that will help 
you prepare for the final. Taking each test is mandatory. So take each test seriously and make 
your best effort to prepare ahead of time. A high track record will make less stress for you during 
final exams. 

 
Golden Tickets 
Each student will receive nine golden tickets every semester. These can be used for bathroom 
breaks, drink breaks, or locker runs during class. A student must use one of his/her golden tickets 
to be excused during class, even to get something out of a locker. Three of these golden tickets 
can also be used as homework passes and to obtain extra copies of handouts. Students are 
expected to print off handouts from Skyward if a handout is lost, or use a golden ticket to obtain 
an extra copy from me. Keep your golden tickets secured in your journal and use them sparingly. 
 
Make Up Work 
Weekly Work will be due every Friday, even if a student is absent during the week. If a student 
misses school on a Friday, he/she is expected to turn in Weekly Work upon return to school the 
following week. 
If a student misses a final exam, he/she will be given an Incomplete and must make 
arrangements to take the exam in a timely manner to have the grade replaced. I would encourage 
students to make arrangements with me ahead of time if they know they will be absent for a 
final. 
For all other cases of missing class, please see the following table: 
 
 
Type of learning missed Procedure 

The class learns new 
material 

An absent student has one day to make up work for each 
day of excused absence. 



The class reviews 
material in preparation 
for a test 

An absent student may choose to take the exam one day 
later (an alternate exam will be given). 

Quiz day No make up. The student will review the quiz with the 
class or the teacher upon return and the next test grade 
will replace the missing quiz grade. 

Test day An absent student must make arrangements to take the 
test with me. If the student has not made up the test within 
two school days, he/she will be asked to take the test 
during class time and will be responsible for work missed. 

 
Extra Help 
Holt McDougal (our textbook editor) has an online book as well as video tutorials, extra practice, 
and some worked out solutions for each topic. To access this resource go to: http://my.hrw.com 
and log in.  
Username: nwmsmath  Password: textbook 
 
I also post notes and helpful videos and tutorials on our google classroom page. Students practice 
using the resources I post on google classroom with me in class. They must sign in using their 
school email. Students can use this forum to review notes, view answer keys, ask questions, or 
request videos/resources from me. 
 
Materials 
Students should come to class each day with the following materials: 

● A spiral notebook dedicated to math class. All notes and homework will be completed in 
this notebook. I would suggest purchasing 3 or 4 separate one-subject notebooks, one for 
each quarter. Students may keep the extras at home OR bring them to class to have 
available when they run out of room. I will keep them in a secure place. 

● Pencils!! I would encourage each student to come with a box of wooden pencils at the 
beginning of each semester. I can keep these in the classroom for student use so your 
student always has a writing utensil available. 

● We will be using graphing calculators in class at least one day each unit. This is not a 
required item. I have many I can let students use in class. However, I would encourage 
parents to make an investment in a TI-84 Plus graphing calculator so students have them 
for at-home use. Students in accelerated math programs such as this Algebra class will be 
using them quite a bit throughout their high school career as well as in college. 

 
I have very high expectations for my students in their behaviors and academics. I encourage 
students and parents to keep a running dialogue with me throughout the year. If parents would 
like to contact me at any time, please use the email address provided on the first page of this 
syllabus. I look forward to open communication and a year full of learning and growth. Let’s 
make it a math-tastic year! 
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Please keep the syllabus at home for your records (refrigerator, special folder, etc.) and return this page to 
Ms. Fazzari by Wednesday, September 13. 
 
Student Name _______________________________ 
 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) _____________________________ 
 
I, ________________________________, along with my parent(s)/guardian(s), have read and 
 student signature  

understand the above content of this document.  We understand that the purpose of this 
document is not to scare, panic or otherwise cause discomfort, but to make sure that the 
expectations of this teacher and this school are clear.  We understand that the teacher 
encourages us to contact her at any time for questions, clarifications, etc. 
 

X ________________________________ 
              parent/guardian signature 

Personal Information 

Parent/Guardian to contact ______________________________  Relationship ______________ 

Day-time phone _____________________ Evening Phone __________________________ 

 
Do you prefer email?  __  yes  __  no      email address: _________________________________ 

Most recent math class _______________________  Semester Grades ___ and ___  

Most Recent Math Teacher ____________________  School _____________________ 

 
Please share with me a few sentences about this student as a learner, particularly in math: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have any questions for me? 
 
 
 


